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Mask Designs—Amber & Patrick  - Year 8 

 

The 2018 NAPLAN results have finally arrived in the school for Years 7 and 9 
students after a delay. Parents may already be aware, due to media atten-
tion, that this year’s NAPLAN was administered in two different versions. 
Some students did their NAPLAN examination on line. These students when 
they answered a question and got it right, were then given a harder question 
next. Likewise, a student who got a question incorrect, would then get an 
easier question next. The second version was a paper examination, as given 
in previous years. This makes the allocation of Bands, comparing student’s 
results from previous years, as well as evaluation of whole school results a 
difficult task as you are not comparing like with like. 
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At Windsor High School, all students completed this task on paper, but consistency of results is still an issue 
as bands are allocated based on a comparison with schools who did the on-line task. We have been advised 
to take care in analyzing this year’s NAPLAN results and adjusting our literacy and numeracy programs ac-
cordingly. Over the next two years it is envisaged that we will also move across to the on-line version of 
NAPLAN. Students in Years 7 and 9 should receive their individualized results by no later than early next 
week (week 3). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Department of Education has requested that we remind all parents and caregivers that all students in Kin-
dergarten to Year 11 are required to attend school until Wednesday 19 th December, the last day of teaching 
for 2018. Prior to this date, at Windsor High School all students in all year groups will be engaged in meaning-
ful work based on the curriculum and syllabus requirements. 
 

Information about attendance is available at https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/school-
attendance-policy. If parents are seeking permission for their child to be absent from school for a period of 
time the Exemption from School - Procedures should be followed. A summary leaflet is included with this 
newsletter. Justified reasons for student absences include sickness, unavoidable medical appointments, reli-
gious holidays and exceptional or urgent family circumstances such as attending a funeral. Families are en-
couraged to only take family holidays during the designated school holidays.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Ms Flitter who had her name drawn out of the hat for allocating all of her VIVO reward 
points to students in the previous week.   
 

 

 

 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/school-attendance-policy
https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/school-attendance-policy
https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/school-attendance-policy


S
A

F
E

T
Y

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
 T

E
A

M
W

O
R

K
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
 A

C
H

IE
V

E
M

E
N

T
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

R
E

S
P

E
C

T
 

Windsor High School  Page 3 Week 2 Term 4 2018 

  

Mr Philp spoke to the school about Space Camp and some of the students who attended were presented to 

the school. This was such a great excursion and opportunity for our students. Please see further in the news-

letter a summary of the highlights of the trip in the words of the students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Mooney's Year 7 class have had some very engaing activities to complete as a part of their geography 
unit of work. They have been studying landforms and natural hazards. William made an amazing "edible Vol-
cano" and Ethan created an outstanding "Tsunami Cake" - complete with a chocolate village that the wave is 

about to flood down on!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Talidu’s ‘Artist of the week’ was awarded to year 7 student, Vasili. Vasili has displayed strong sketching 

skills and pays attention to detail when he is drawing. Well done, Vasili! 
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On Saturday night, we had the beginning of our Windsor High School 50 th Anniversary Celebrations. As it has 

been 50 years since the first enrolments were received for Windsor High School. In 1968, the actual buildings 

had not been completed so the teachers and the staff went to Richmond High for the whole year. They acted 

like their own school within the grounds of another school. This was the beginning of our school community, so 

as such this was acknowledged with a dinner at Windsor RSL club. There were nearly 100 past students and 

teachers present. 

 

The cake, made by Sandra Vassallo, who started at Windsor High in 1970 had the 4 house colours on it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The room was decorated in school colours and each placemat was a laminated photo from our archives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Tina Bennet, current Director Educational Leadership made a great speech about Windsor High School’s 

great future.   
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Current teacher Ms Mooney and former student who started Windsor High School in 1968, Sharon Thompson

-Ritzrow were a part of the organising Committee.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Tim McCallum, former Head Teacher of English at Windsor High and current Executive Director of 

Schools Performance opened the night, fondly sharing his memories of his days at the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Ray Whelan (past teacher) and Ms Thompson (current DP) attended. 
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Previous teachers Anne Pigeon (HT TAS), Graham Hackett (DP) and Evelyn Hoogenboom (Mathematics 

Teacher) enjoyed catching up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a photo of the foundation years ex-students, that is they were enrolled at Windsor High in years 1968, 

1969 or 1970. Many had travelled great distances to be there on the night.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The oldest ex-student and the youngest ex-student cut the cake! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first students who ever attended the school presented us with a plaque to remember the year we started. 
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These people were the first group to complete their whole high school education at Windsor High- the class of 
1970! 
The night was a great success and it was obvious that all who attended hold Windsor high School and their 
memories in high esteem.  
In 2019, it will be 50 years since the first students and teachers actually entered the school grounds. During 
Term One the school was not ready, so they went to Windsor South Primary School. In May, the students 
who were at both Richmond High and Windsor South, all came together for the first time at the present site. 
We hope to commemorate this with an Open day in May 2019. 
 
Regards  
 
Jennifer Hawken 

Principal  
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Our Space Camp Experience as Spoken by Ben & Patrick 

 

Space camp was an amazing experience. The highlights of the trip for me were the activities at the Space 
camp in Huntsville, Alabama, alongside Disneyland, Universal Studios and The California Science Centre. We 
stayed at Space Camp for six days. Some of the activities included was the one-six chair, which made you feel 
like you weighed one-sixth of what you do on Earth. The MAT which would make you feel like you were free-
falling without any control, the heat shield building, where we had to create a heat shield that would withstand 
re-entry into our atmosphere (made out of a variety of materials, including different metals and insulators). The 
best activity was building the rockets, which we would later launch. Ideally, your rocket would launch and as it 
was coming back down the parachute would eject from the top of the rocket and it would slowly fall back down 
to Earth. Although, only one out of our groups four rockets got close to achieving this. My group forgot to glue 
the engine mount in properly so when we launched our rocket the engine slid up the rocket a lot and due to 
the heat it was exerting, melted the plastic parachute together. Overall, it was a great bonding and educational 
experience and I would 100% recommend that anyone who enjoys STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths) should definitely go on this once in a lifetime opportunity, and I am extremely appreciative that I 
have to go on this excursion. 
 

By Ben  

 

 

Space camp was one of the best experiences in my life. We went to Disneyland, California Science centre, 
universal studios and space camp. At space camp, we did a wide range of activities such as rocket designing 
and developing, Mars rover testing, learning to speak Russian, SCUBA diving, and much, much more. My 
group used teamwork and trust to overcome challenges. We had simulated Missions to the International 
Space Station, and each student had roles such as pilot, commander, mission specialist, communication of-
ficer and scientists. We had to land a space shuttle on re-entry from space and my group nearly crashed. The 
first time we landed with the doors open, second time we hit the water then landed, and the third time we hit a 
forest yet still landed on the runway. All in all, it was an amazing experience filled with excitement and I am so 
grateful to have been able to go. 
 

Patrick 
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From July 2018, the Australian Bureau of Statistics will be visiting selected communities 

to carry out the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Survey. 

Selected households will have the chance to talk to us about their health so that govern-

ment and health care services can make decisions that will help you, your children and 

your community live long, healthy lives. 

 

What is the National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Health  

Survey (NATSIHS)? 

The NATSIHS collects information about the health and wellbeing of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people all over Australia. 

Your answers will help governments and healthcare services decide where to spend 

money on things like health clinics and health education. The answers you give us 

help to make sure money is being spent where it’s needed most. 

 
 
 

What is involved? 

The NATSIHS asks people questions about their health and lifestyle. One of our friendly inter-

viewers will ask some questions about your health which include: 

What you eat and drink 

Exercise 

Smoking 

Your culture 

Any health problems like diabetes 

 
We will also ask to measure your weight, height and blood pressure and ask you to complete a 

hearing test. This is first time that NATSIHS has had a hearing test. We will give you a copy of 

your test results so you can look at them again, or you can take them to your community clinic 

to talk to the nurse about what they mean. 

 

 

 

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait  

Islander Health Survey 

COMMUNITY FACT SHEET 
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Do I have to do this survey? 

Yes. A lot of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander people across Australia 

are going to be asked to do this survey and, because everyone is different, it 

is important that we find out about your health. 

 

 

The ABS is trying to find out which health problems affect your community. 

We want to help health service providers give you and your community the 

best chance to live healthier lives by showing the government where, and 

what help is needed. 
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 CALENDAR TERM  4 
 
 
 

Monday  29th October HSC Exams 

Tuesday 30th October HSC Exams 
 

Wednesday 31st October HSC Exams 
 

Thursday 1st November HSC Exams 
Panthers on the Prowl 
Sister Speak 
FYA Awards 

Friday 2nd November HSC Exams 
Year 9 Leadership Day 

Monday 5 November HSC Exams 

Tuesday 6 November HSC Exams 

Wednesday 7 November HSC Exams 

Thursday 8 November HSC Exams 
Panthers on the Prowl 
Sister Speak 

Friday 9 November HSC Exams 

Monday 12 November Year 9 & 10 Exams 
Pop Up Globe Theatre Excursion 

Tuesday 13 November Year 9 & 10 Exams 

Wednesday 14 November Year 9 & 10 Exams 

Thursday 15 November Year 9 & 10 Exams 
Sister Speak 

Friday 16 November Year 9 & 10 Exams 

Monday 19 November Year 10 Exams 

Friday 23 November White Ribbon Day 

Tuesday 27 November P&C Meeting 

Thursday 29 November Year 10 Formal 


